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What	is	the	Na*onal	Digital	Newspaper	
Program?	
The	 National	 Digital	 Newspaper	 Program	 (NDNP)	 is	 a	
partnership	 between	 the	 National	 Endowment	 for	 the	
Humanities	 (NEH)	 and	 the	 Library	 of	 Congress	 (LC)	 to	
develop	 an	 online,	 searchable	 database	 of	 digitized	 U.S.	
newspapers.	
The	NEH	funds	one	 institution,	or	one	partnership	between	
institutions,	 from	 each	 state	 and	 territory	 to	 select	 and	
contribute	digitized	newspaper	content	published	between	
1836	 and	 1922.	 Within	 the	 two-year	 grant	 period,	
awardees	 deliver	 100,000	 digitized	 pages.	 Newspapers	 are	
digitized	 from	 microBilm—speciKically	 from	 a	 second-
generation	duplicate	of	the	camera	master.	




establishing	 an	 advisory	 board	 to	 recommend	 titles	 for	
digitization.	 Our	 advisory	 board	 is	 made	 up	 of	 historians,	
archivists,	 librarians,	 and	 educators	 from	 across	 Maryland.	
At	the	beginning	of	a	two-year	NDNP	award,	advisory	board	
members	 recommend	 titles	 and	 prioritize	 them	 for	





cultural	 history	 of	 Maryland,	 with	 preference	 given	 to	
papers	of	record;	and	
3.  The	 newspaper	 must	 have	 been	 published	 between	
1836	and	1922.	
Project	 staff	 also	 evaluate	 the	 technical	 quality	 and	
completeness	 of	 the	 title	 on	 microKilm.	 Sometimes	 print	
copies	are	used	to	supplement	the	run	on	microKilm.	
Who	can	nominate	a	*tle	for	digi*za*on?	
Anyone!	 To	 nominate	 a	 title	 for	 digitization,	 email	 lib-














In	 Summer	 2016	 the	 Gateway	 to	 Digitized	 Maryland	
N e w s p a p e r s 	 ( h t t p : / / w w w . l i b . u m d . e d u /
newspapergateway)	 will	 launch.	 This	 online	 database	 will	
enable	 users	 to	 search	 for	 digitized	 newspapers	 by	 title,	
publication	 location	 (city	or	 county),	 and	year	of	publication,	
and	 provide	 a	 link	 to	 the	 resource	 that	 hosts	 the	 digitized	
newspaper.	 It	 will	 include	 newspapers	 both	 freely	 available	
and	those	behind	pay	walls.	
In	 partnership	 with	 the	 Maryland	 State	 Archives,	 Digital	
Maryland,	and	the	Western	Maryland	Historical	Library		
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through	 participation	 in	 the	 NDNP	with	 colleagues	 around	
the	state—the	result	being	newspapers	digitized	at	a	higher	
quality	 and	 with	 robust	 metadata	 that	 will	 allow	 users	 to	
browse	 based	 on	 title,	 date,	 or	 location	 and	 to	 perform	
keyword	 searches.	 It	 will	 also	 Kill	 a	 need	 that	 many	
institutions,	particularly	public	libraries,	historical	societies,	
and	 small	 colleges	 and	 universities,	 have—a	 need	 for	
technical	 infrastructure,	 expertise,	 and/or	 the	 resources	 to	
host,	 digitally	 preserve,	 and	 provide	 online	 access	 to	
newspapers	after	digitization.	
A	 statewide	 newspaper	 digital	 repository	 will	 also	 beneKit	
our	 users	 because	 it	 will	 provide	 a	 single	 entry	 point	 to	
search	 digitized	 Maryland	 newspapers	 from	 multiple	
institutions,	and	it	will	be	free	to	use.	
